[Biological and clinical prevalence of pollinosis caused by ragweeds of the upper valley of the Rhône corridor].
An epidemiological study of ragweed allergy was conducted on 646 employees belonging to 6 factories located in the Rhone valley south of the city of Lyon. Information on seasonal evocative clinical symptoms was obtained through a self-administered questionnaire. Biological prevalence was assessed by measuring anti-ragweed IgE specific antibodies. Measurements were performed by immunoenzymatic assay (W1 Phadezym RAST from Pharmacia). 34 (5,4%) subjects had evocative symptoms whereas 37 (5,9%) had increased specific IgE. Persons with the highest IgE levels were symptomatic. Concordance between symptoms and biology was 35% (12/34). Results indicate that sensitization level varies according to the location of the factory and people's residence, the risk to become allergic being of 10% in the most exposed population. This data emphasize the need to promote anti-ragweed eradication policy.